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• use good lighting along the pathway and at your door  
• use light timers to turn on/off lights automatically  
• in addition, can also use infra-red motion sensor lights on the rear of the homes  

 
Alarm systems definitely have an important place in a home security plan and can be very 
effective in preventing burglaries. The alarm systems increase the potential and fear of being 
caught.  The burglars will usually bypass a property with visible alarm signs.  Some people 
having installed alarm systems do not display them and risk uninformed burglars to break a 
window or door and grab a few quick items before being caught / chased.  Alarms systems can 
monitor for fire as well as burglary for almost the same price. All systems should have an 
audible horn or bell.  These audible alarms should be programmed to reset automatically after 
one or two minutes. Therefore:- 

 
•  alarm systems may be installed since they are effective deterrents with visible signage  
• alarm systems should  be properly installed, programmed, and maintained  
• alarm systems should have an audible horn or bell to be effective  
• keep the alarm response call list updated  
• Instruct your neighbor how to respond to an alarm bell  

 
 Having a ‘Safe’ in your home is a wise investment. Home safes can prevent grab-burglars, 
dishonest maids or other visitors (like plumbers, electricians, mechanics etc.) from gaining 
access to important documents and personal property. Home safes need to be anchored into 
the floor or permanent shelving and should be used on daily basis so it becomes routine.  
 
It is a good idea to engrave (or permanently ink) your own identity marks on television sets, 
music systems,  computers  and small electronic appliances and other such items, so that the 
same can be identified and you can be approached, if something is stolen from your home and 
recovered later on.  
 
It is also important to photograph your valuables in their locations around your home and make 
a list of the make, model, and serial numbers. This can come handy a proof when filing 
insurance claims. A copy of such list should be kept in the bank locker or with a relative. Keep 
receipts of the larger items in case you need to prove the value of the items for insurance 
purposes. Important documents and the contents of your wallet can also be photocopied for 
reference in case your home is ever destroyed by fire or flood, is ransacked by burglars or if 
your wallet is lost or stolen. 

 
 
Contraband consists of items such as unauthorized weapons, explosives, and tools. Because 
they can be used to steal or gain access to or damage vital equipment, weapons and explosives 
are considered contraband. Where these items are a part of the threat definition, all personnel, 
materials, and vehicles should be examined for contraband before entry is allowed. Vehicles are 
difficult to search. If possible, it is advantageous to allow only required vehicles into the secured 
area. Large or high-security sites may not allow vehicles to leave the secured area routinely. 
Methods of contraband detection include metal detectors, package searches, and explosive 
detectors. 
Metal Detectors - A metal detector is a device which responds to metal that may not be readily 
apparent. The simplest form of a metal detector consists of an oscillator producing an 
alternating current that passes through a coil producing an alternating magnetic field. If a piece 
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